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EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOFMENT IS A
SMART INVESTMENT
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"Eary Years: Sensitive periods and the
developing brain
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Why is it harmful
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' of children not achieving their 300

development potential OTH
million | FE7aY
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75 children living in areas

of conflict, exposed to world wide live in areas of

toxic air which will damage

toxic stress, potentially \
brain development

million inhibiting brain cell

connections

155 children stunted which

m | I I iO n prevents brain development
Only 15 countries world wide have
[ ] three basic national policies:

25 ,

of children world wide do not have opportunities for brain
development such as playing, reading, singing, high quality
early care and learning.
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5,307 o ) 85,000
babies in Northern Ireland born into }

> poverty \

(30,750 under 5s living in poverty children in Northern
N & e Ireland where income

was less than 60% of

36,000 )emergency food packages allocated SINEMEEEE

in Northern Ireland this year 1

children in Republic of
Ireland living in poverty

10,000

children under 5 classified as homless )J
\_/

On the island of Ireland we have failed
miserably on meeting the Barcelona targets
of 33% of under 3s in quality funded
provision

w7

If we invest early and well

If we invest early and well
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G20 Initlative for Early Childhood Development
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Implications

4.4,

Summary

of Literature:
Recom-
mendations for
designing and
implementing
multi-level ECD
programmes

Provide opportunities for caregivers
to learn about nurturing care for ECD

Provide evidence-based psychosocial
interventions that reduce the impact of

early stimulation for their children and
other parenting skills through trainings,

rogrammes or ot
opportunities

trauma

Develop ECD youth development
services that bring together youth

from diverse groups and aim to reduce.
: A A

egi

d gender-

needs, which can be achieved by

 imp
of parenting skills and ECD; and

with i 2
development support (psycho-
", skl it

education
Create

access to and

‘members 10 bocome
knowledgeable about ECD and
become active in the child’s life and
development

quality early cf
n centers that stimu-
late young children’s minds as well as
toach norms of faimess, cooperation,
empathy and respect for intergroup

risk-prevention programmes.

Create inclusive ECD services that
address community stressors and risk
factors and bring together families
from different identity groups around
the common goal of child well-being

Aim to reduce norms of violence
among children, famil

s, an

ECD

Internalize these values early on

Create programmes that
simultaneously build competencies in
caregivers to improve their sconomic

programmes

Collaborate with local media and art/
r groups to communicate the

theates
importance of ECD, non-violent norms,

‘well-being, for oxample, by fostering
ome-generating skils or improving
parental mental health

Provide caregivers with addition:
social services that address their
mediate needs, such as providing
access to maternal health and nutrition
programmes, cash transfer or

nd supply programimes, and social
support networks

children’s well-being




